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’ R . then made to go to the old man, lished there was no question ahout '
WASHINGTON -~ The peculiaritles g 1, Yunt himsclf, with the infor-  who commilted it; but in the Hunts’
of the Nison administration are such  nation that it looked like he was  case, there was enough lack of proof
that, during the same period of lime  meing hetrayed by sorae of his 0Wn, 5o that an agency was hired—the
it was bugging CVCIYO”C in the tele-  yost-trusted people. The old man, it Ilunts claim not by them—which
phone book, it was also trying to put appcaxs, refused to hear talk of it, tapped some phones to find out
two of the rickiest men in Amcrica so a detective ageney was hired to  more. o
in jail for ‘_"110131)_3“‘8-_ i look into the matter. By one of those cloddish acci-
In fact, it is still trying to convict e aoeney and several subse- dents, the tappers were discovered,
llfeltxj “S:;r‘zfesg’;i;] 312 gn(l)\fc 1}@?1?;: Ié?f' quent ones lcar:'*.cd that six diffcrent "li;lcoiécf;ec‘sngvccn\lCt?ulcl;;1):1':(){2;]51{?(1
vale delectives to listen in on some ~ BAMEs were being run on H. L. H. ages, ;xlmd the Hunts coim{crsucd‘fz}
" of lhcllhmts‘ execulives’ phone con- Folods. Inspection of the crates of damages to their food company.
versations. : evidence suggests that the company . poiy guits were scitled out of court
The Hunls maintain their inno- Vs buying properties for well OVET  ypa01 4 geeret agreement in which
cence, altho the detectives con- the market price, with the overage yne jrynts were paid $100,000 by
cerned in this bizarre affair involv- bc{‘?g_ split between th.e‘scll'm: and e of their ex-omployes,
ing tens of millions of dollars have cal ta“zl CO]]“]PH';ICS_LW:.’{].C‘] -b\\cxe no That is hardly compensation for
cither pleaded guilty or been cop- INOTE than DG pos -otlice hoxes. what was Jost. Nor has anyone ex-
victed. Two have gone to jail; three, Another scheme was to declare  plained why, if the Justice Depart-
including a phone company cmploye, high percentages of the premium- ment is slanted so far toward crusty .
“have received suspended sentences; quality food coming off the produc-  right-wingers, they went after the
while the Hunts have had their case  ton line to be distressed [that is, * junts, who were only going after
thrown out on the grounds that the slightly damaged but still saleablle their money. The Iunts hypsthe-
evidence against them was improp- merchandisel, sell it at a knock-  gyea that it was the CIA g;iﬁng
erly collected. But the govermment down price to a broker, who thed  pa01 at Busker Hunt for his refusal
is appealing, so these two buothers, turned around and 591‘1 it for what it 44 10t them place their agents in his
cuch repuled to be « billionaive, Was really worth, There were also  gince-nationalized Libyan Oil Com--e—
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* that cannot be accounted for.

* what happoned to all thal

may still be brought to the prison-

; er's dock. '

The story of this madness begins
.in 1989; when H. L.s nﬂplw‘w Tora
Hunt, who also is a senior executiva
of the }Iu.u 0il Company, noiiced
thet H. L. Foods—no relaticn to
Tunt l'oodq—was Tosing. motcy, lols

of it. This food company, it should

be explaincd, grows, processes, and
packagces foocs which it gells to oth-
er companics, who then retail it un-
der the labels you sce in the adver-

tisements and the stores.

THIS SUMS invelved herc are al-
most past imagining, but as of now
it is estimated that Hunt Oil put
about $45 million into . L. 1L Foods
The
Hunls, their lawyers, accountants,
and private deteclives believe some
or all of it was cmbezzled by about
three key people in their own organ-
jzation. However, no one has ever
admitted the crime or heen formally
charged with it, altho hoxes of what
the Hunis consider convicling cvi-
desce were turned over to the Jus-.
tice Departmient six months ago,

In the course of trying {o {ind out
money,
Tom - fJunt hegan o visit localions
where the food company was sup-
posed to have processing operations,

kickbacks, phony brokerage houses,
and such goodies as $185,650 spent
on a 100-year-old pecan processing

.plant containing machinery fused by -

rust. R

EVEN IN this era of huge embei-
zlements and thefts, it appeared that
the money lost by old man Hunt was
impressively large. In the other cel-
ebrated cases ol the last couple of
years, once the crime was estab-

pany, where Americans could hang

- arcund and spy without looking too,

too conspicuous. Maybe they're.
right. With a story like this, ordi-
nary explanations hardly suffice.
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